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Abstract
The research aims to study the roles of a local administrative organization (LAO), problems and
obstacles as well as to investigate the approaches to conserve and to promote the local wisdom
regarding the making of ancient candles in Det Udom city municipality, Det Udom District, Ubon
Ratchathani province. The research instrument used for data collection was in-depth interviews and
the target group consisted of 30 persons including local administrators, officers of Det Udom city
municipality, community leaders, community committees, candle carvers.

According to the research, the roles of LAO toward conserving and promoting the local
wisdom in term of policy can be divided into three major processes as follows: 1) the policy process
was found that there was a support for people in community to transfer a local Thai wisdom, and to
pay respect to the philosopher of the local wisdom, and there was an establishment of the local
wisdom center as a source of knowledge in community. Moreover, it was also found that the
attitudes, knowledge and understanding about the local wisdom were fostered among local people
as they belonged to everyone. To the process of pre-operation covering the in-between operation
and the post-operation of ancient candle making, a meeting was held in order to direct the approach
of ancient candle making. Additionally, it also included the making of public relations, the preparing
of locations for making the ancient candle, and the preparing of exhibition. As for the problems and
obstacles of preparation, it was found that the steps of in-between operation and post-operation of
ancient candle making result in the local people did not realized the importance of ancient candle
making, and the budget supported by Det Ubom city municipality was not sufficient to drive the
project. Moreover, the most materials came from natural resources, so that they could not be kept
for long time.

The approaches of conservation and promotion of local wisdom in term of ancient candle
making, the local wisdom should be disseminated widely via all kinds of mass media. Moreover,
there should be an exhibition of ancient candle making to promote the long-history wisdom to the

next generation.

Keywords: Promotion, Local Wisdom, the Making of Ancient Candle, Local Government
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