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Abstract
This research aimed to study the problems and needs for conserving natural and environmental
resources of the youth, to create the model in conserving natural and environmental resources and to
evaluate the model created. A mixed-method using quantitative and qualitative techniques was employed.
A survey questionnaire yielding reliability value of .96, test papers, and activity evaluation forms were utilized.

Means, standard deviation, t-test, and content analysis were used in the data analysis.
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The research findings were as follows:

1. The problems in conserving natural and environmental resources of the youth were found in 3
aspects: 1) the use of natural resources in the national parks and nearby areas, 2) the knowledge in conserv-
ing natural and environmental resources and forest-related laws, and 3) the participation in conserving
natural and environmental resources. in terms of the needs in conserving natural and environmental re-
sources, two aspects were obtained: 1) the need in preserving natural and environmental resources, and 2)
the need in solving the problems derived from exploiting natural and environmental resources.

2. The model in conserving natural and environmental resources was gained. it consisted of two
sections. The first section, cognitive knowledge containing three parts: the history and significance of the
national parks and ecology; factors that destroyed natural and environmental resources; and case studies
of good example persons in conserving natural and environmental resources. The second section was the
practice of natural and environmental resource conservation including four activities; an eco-trekking study;
check dam building; firebreaks construction; and tree planting.

3. The evaluation of the model for conserving natural and environmental resources in terms of
cognitive knowledge test showed a higher mean score of learning achievement of the sampled groups after
participating in the activities. The difference in the mean scores of before and after participation of the ac-

tivities was found at level .01 of significance. Referring to the practice section, the satisfaction of the sampled

groups was found to be at the highest level (mean = 4.72).

Keywords: Raising, Awareness, Natural Resources, Youth, The Mekong Basin
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